Sunday January 11, 2026, First Sunday after
Epiphany
Baptism of the Lord

Heather King, LLWL

The liturgy and prayers used in this service are based
upon resources from Ministry Matters, 2019.

We Gather for Worship

Introit: VU # 375: Spirit of Gentleness (vs. 1)

Land Acknowledgement

Open the bible and light the Christ Candle
Welcome and Announcements

Outreach Moment

Gathering Hymn: VU# 222 Come Let Us Sing

Call to Worship:

L: In the very beginning, God separated the darkness
and the light. God called the Light "Day" and the
Darkness, God called "Night".

P: We were once people who dwelled in darkness, but
God has given us the true Light, Jesus Christ.

L: God has blessed us and adopted us as God’s own
beloved children, through the sacrament of Baptism.
P: The water of baptism brings to us healing and
reconciliation; it is a symbol of nourishment and
cleansing.

L: This day is the day of the remembrance of Jesus’
Baptism.

P: As we hear the words of his baptism, let us be
reminded of our own adoption by God and celebrate
the joyous connection to the Almighty God.

Gathering Prayer:

Prayer of Confession (together)

God of love, we have entered the season in which Your Light
has been given to the world, and your blessings have been
poured out. Help us to desire you, Lord. Help us to yearn for
your presence. Pour your baptismal waters over us again,
cleansing us from our selfishness. Nourish and heal us so that
we may joyfully serve you. Wash away our jealousy, greed,
and all negative thoughts and behaviours that stand in the
way of our truly being the people you have called us to be.
Let us receive the blessings offered in creation, and in the
birth and baptism of Jesus. AMEN.

Words of Assurance

The love of God is always offered to us, freely, joyfully, for all
eternity. Rejoice, dear friends, this is the Good News of our
Lord. AMEN.

Young at Heart:

Hymn VU # 577 I've Got Peace Like A River
Prayer for lllumination: ( together)

Lord, you make all things new.

You bring hope alive in our hearts

And cause our Spirits to be born again.

Come and kindle in us a mighty flame

So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.

Scripture Readers: Marg Walker, Nancy Sherwin
Scriptures:
Genesis 1: 1-5 The Beginning

Responsive Psalm 33: 4-9 The Circle of Life
( by James Taylor, Everyday Psalms)
You can depend upon God; Whatever God does, God

does openly.

God loves justice and God loves the soul that has no
shadows.

Look and see—the earth itself shows the nature of God.

For God created the skies that arch above us; everything
that lives under those skies owes its life to the elements of
the air.

The breath of life is the gift of God.

Clouds form over the oceans, rains shower the hills, and
streams return to the sea—the source and sustenance of
earthly life.

Everything begins and ends with God; the circle is complete.
However it was done, God did it; according to God’s will, it
was done, and God saw that it was good.

Gospel: Matthew 3: 13-17
The Baptism of Jesus

Anthem:
Message:

Hymn: VU # 422: Wash O God Your Sons &
Daughters

Invitation to Giving
MV # 191: What Can | Do?

Prayer of Dedication (together)

Gracious and loving God, bless now these gifts and those
offered through PAR or online, that through them we
transform lives, inspire meaning and purpose, and build a
better world. Remind us that in giving freely as you do, O
God, we embody your own self-giving nature. Thanks be to
you. Amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Hymn VU # 626 | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say



Benediction: May the love of God surround you; the grace of
Christ attend you and the Holy Spirit keep you. All who are
united in the covenant of baptism are the body of Christ
in the world. Go now in peace. Amen

The Bible is closed, the candles are extinguished

Parting Song VU # May The God Of Hope

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Land Acknowledgement: We acknowledge our Creator
and the world around us and our place within it. We
acknowledge the many indigenous and non-Indigenous
brothers and sisters who walked this land in the past
and those who walk it today, this, the traditional and
treaty lands of the Anishinaabeg (Ahnish-in-nah-beg),
Neutral, and Haudenosaunee (Ho-deh-no-show-nee)
peoples

LET’S CELEBRATE Jan 11- 17, 2026
Happy Birthday
Paul Malcomson Jan 13
Lynda Otterman Jan 13
Bill Erwin Jan 16
Marion Bezzo Jan 16
Bob Faint Jan 17

The Port Dover-Woodhouse Pastoral Charge is
delighted to welcome Reverend Lyn Workman
to a 20 hour a week appointment. Reverend Lyn will be
preaching 3 Sundays a month and providing pastoral
care. You can reach Rev. Lyn by email at
rev.lyn.workman@gmail.com or if you have an urgent
need for pastoral care at 519-373-3083.

Monday January 12 at 2 p.m.
Woodhouse UCW meets in the Gathering Room at
Woodhouse. All ladies are welcome.

Tuesday January 13 at 1:30 pm
Grace UCW meets in the Community Hall

Tuesday January 13 at 10:30 a.m.
Woodhouse Board Meeting

Upcoming meetings:
Wednesday January 21 at 10 a.m.
Woodhouse 225" Anniversary Committee
Wrap up Meeting

Tuesday January 27 at 1:30 p.m.
Lift Up Your Spirit at Marg Walkers

Sunday January 11, 2025

Woodhouse United Church and
Grace United Church
Box 814, 18 Chapman St. West,
Port Dover, ON NOA 1NO
Office: 519-583-0342
Hours 9:00 — 11:30 am (Mon- Thurs)
Email: office@gracewoodhouse.ca
Website: http://www.gracewoodhouse.ca

Ministers: All People of the Community of Faith

Woodhouse Organist: Pat Tiller
Woodhouse Pianist: Marion Pepper
Grace Pianist: Cheryl Copeman
Office Administrator: Joan Wyatt

Licensed Lay Worship Leader: Heather King. LLWL

Church Calendar:
http://graceunitedportdover.org/calendar

Day | Time Event Where
Mon | 2:00 pm WH UCW WH
Tues | 1:30 pm Grace UCW Grace Hall
Wed | 3:00 pm Grace Choir Sanctuary
4:00 pm Grace Council Zoom
mtg
Thur [ 9:00 am Office Volunteer |Parlour
10:00 am | WH Choir Woodhouse
Fri
Sat
Sun | 9:30 am Woodhouse S. |[Woodhouse

11:00 am Grace Grace



mailto:office@gracewoodhouse.ca
http://www.gracewoodhouse.ca/
http://graceunitedportdover.org/calendar




