Sunday December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Message of LOVE
Heather King, LLWL

We Gather for Worship

Musical Prelude
Introit: VU # 29 Hark The Glad Sound vs. 1

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long:

let every heart prepare a throne,

and every voice a song.

Land Acknowledgement

The Bible is Opened

Welcome and Announcements
Outreach Moment

Gathering Hymn: VU # 60 O Come All Ye Faithful

Advent Candle Lighting:

Reader 1: “Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

Reader 2: What does love feel like in the new world?
ALL:
Love feels like knowing | am a sacred piece of a
magnificent whole.

Love feels like acceptance and gratitude.
Love feels like being cherished.

Reader 1: Advent is the beginning of this new world, a

better world, where you, and |, and all of God’s creation

are treasured and loved.
ALL: May it be so. Amen
Reader 2: Lights the fourth Advent Candle

All sing: VU # 7 Hope is a Star vs. 1,2,3,4

Call to Worship

One: Let us journey with Mary and Joseph to that little
town of Bethlehem, to once again experience the birth
of the Christ Child

All: Let us, like the angels, proclaim this miraculous
birth

One: Let us like the shepherds, offer our praise and
adoration

All: Let us bow down and worship him!

Hymn: VU # 64 O Little Town of Bethlehem

Opening Prayer (together)

Loving and faithful God,

as we once again celebrate the Christmas season,
we are reminded that you gave us a gift:

A gift that lets your light in

A gift that offers us hope for your kingdom

A gift that sustains our faith

A gift that we are encouraged to “ re-gift” freely
A gift that abides with us eternally

A gift of love

The gift of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen

(source: Kerry Parsons, Milford-Lantz U.C., Milford, N.S.)

Memorial Candle Lighting
(a time to remember loved ones who will not be
present with us this Christmas)

Hymn VU# 6 A Candleis BurningVs. 1, 2,3, 4

Prayer for lllumination: together

God of all hope, peace, joy and love
send your Spirit to this place

to bless this reading of your word
that it may be a lamp to our feet
and a light unto our path. Amen.

Scriptures: Matthew 1: 18-25
(Joseph Accepts Jesus as his son)

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Anthem:
Message

Hymn: VU # 67 Silent Night
Invitation to Giving and offering prayer
Hymn: MV # 191 What Can | Do?

Prayer of Dedication (together)

God, our Love and our Life, receive our gifts as seeds of

gratitude. Bless these seeds with growth so that love
will embrace people who feel lost and alone this
season. Help them to know love, through Christ our
Lord.

Sing: VU 374 Come & Find the Quiet Centre vs. 1
(remain seated)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Hymn: VU # 69 Away in a Manger



Benediction:
Go out into the world comforted by the warmth of
God’s welcoming love growing in your heart. May we

share the gift of the Christ Child with all that we meet.

Amen
The Bible is closed

Parting Song: We Wish You a Merry Christmas

We wish you a merry Christmas

We wish you a merry Christmas

We wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin

We wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year!

S

Christmas Eve at Grace, 7:00 pm
Reverend Lyn Workman

This evening Dec 21, 7:00 PM
Christmas Tide Candlelight service
Woodhouse United Church

LET’S CELEBRATE Dec 21-27
Happy Birthday
Ken Groulx Dec 22
Cindy Ashton Dec 24
Joan Norman Dec 25
Beverley Hodgson Dec 27

Happy Anniversary
Terry & Lesley Grace Dec 26

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Land Acknowledgement: We acknowledge our Creator
and the world around us and our place within it. We
acknowledge the many indigenous and non-Indigenous
brothers and sisters who walked this land in the past
and those who walk it today, this, the traditional and
treaty lands of the Anishinaabeg (Ahnish-in-nah-beg),
Neutral, and Haudenosaunee (Ho-deh-no-show-nee)
peoples

REMEMBERING THE PAST- WOODHOUSE 225
WOODHOUSE CHOIR CONTINUES THE TRADITION OF
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY EVENING CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.
CANDLES ARE THE ONLY SOURCE OF LIGHTING DURING
THE SERVICE OF MUSIC AND READINGS. SPECIALLY
CONSTRUCTED CANDLEHOLDERS ARE ATTACHED TO 6
PEWS EACH HOLDING 6 CANDLES IN THE SANCTUARY

Sunday December 21, 2025

Woodhouse United Church and
Grace United Church
Box 814, 18 Chapman St. West,
Port Dover, ON NOA 1NO
Office: 519-583-0342
Hours 9:00 — 11:30 am (Mon- Thurs)
Email: office@gracewoodhouse.ca
Website: http://www.gracewoodhouse.ca
Ministers: All People of the Community of Faith
Woodhouse Organist: Pat Tiller
Woodhouse Pianist: Marion Pepper
Grace Pianist: Cheryl Copeman
Office Administrator: Joan Wyatt
Licensed Lay Worship Leader: Heather King. LLWL
Church Calendar:
http://graceunitedportdover.org/calendar

Pastoral Charge Office closed from Dec 24- Jan 2, 2026

Day | Time Event Where

Mon

Tues | 2:00 pm Bible Study Grace (P)

Wed | 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Sanctuary

Service

Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun | 9:30 am Woodhouse S. |[Woodhouse
11:00 am | Grace Grace
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